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Cultural Exchange with
Anne Mason Elementary USA

\

Object:ves of the exchange programme:

1. To enrich students’ life experience

2. To expose students to different cultures

3. To develop students’ independence and English proficiency
Ms Yau Suk Fun Ms Tsang Pui Shan

P5 Chan Wing Lam Wong TszMan  Chiu Wing Lam  Tang Wai Lun
P6 Lee Wing Yan Leung Sze Long  Chau Hiu Man  Tian Lei

Wong Chun Hei  Yip Chung Lam

My US Trip 756 4 Chung Lam

Last Lunar New Year Holiday, my schoolmates and
| went to the United States of America for Cultural Exchange with
an American school, the Anne Mason Elementary school for ten
days.

The day before the trip, | packed my suitcase the whole night.
| felt really excited because | went to the USA last year and | wasn't
nervous. | needed to wake up at six o'clock the next day because
| had to be at the airport at eight thirty. On Feb-10, | went to the
airport and | left Hong Kong at eleven o'clock.

It was a horrible experience being on the plane for sixteen
hours. We finally arrived at the place where we were going to stay,
Georgetown. Davy and | were staying with the same host family.
When we arrived, our host family was friendly and showed us
around the house before we had the first meal. After that, we
played some video games with Quinton and Samuel. Quinton is
the boy who went to school with us and Samuel was his brother.

On the first day, we couldn't go to school because it was
snowing. We had a snow war. Samuel and | were in the same
team, Quinton and Davy were in the other team. First, we built
snow walls. Samuel and | made a huge wall but Quinton ran into
itand destroyed it! Then we went to the maill, it is a kind of shopping
centre. | bought a necklace for my Mum.

On Friday, we could go to school. The Anne Mason Elementary
was a huge schooll We had a great time there. We had Maths,
History and Art lessons. After school, we went bowling, it is difficuilt
but | still won. '

On the next day, we played some video games in the morning.
Later on, we went to the aguarium, it took about an hour to get
there. It was very big. | saw a lot of sea animals such as penguins,
turtles and special fish. It was wonderfull it was my most unforgettable

Lin Chung Yin
Leung Chin Sen

experience on the trip! In the evening, we went to the high school
to watch a basketball match. | thought it was boring.

On Sunday, we went to church and it took about two hours.
After that, we played table tennis at the churchl Then we went
to Walmart. We met our teacher Miss Yau there. | bought many
presents for my family. In the evening, we went to eat an Asian
buffet. | didn't really like it.

We couldn’t go to school on Monday because there was a big
snow storm. The snow was about one foot deep. We built the
snow wall again but | gave up because it was too cold! Then we
had hot chocolate and biscuits.

On Tuesday, We built a snow wall with Quinton's friends, Kelvin.
He was very strong and smart. Then we played some video games.
In the evening, we went to the Anne Mason Elementary Schoo
to eat a small buffet and play some games. ’

It was our last day in America.
We went to the library to read
some books. Then Davy and e :
| packed our suitcases in
the afternoon. | would
be very sad when | get
back to Hong Kong. |
would miss them.

We got up at six
that morning. We were
going to the airport
again. I hope | can go back
to America one day to visit
Quinton and his family.




pifferences between Ren%l{

I'was so happy | could join my school's exchange al?
programme. During this trip, | learned more about Kentucky, 00
their lifestyle and school life.

®
There are many differences between Hong Kong and Kentucky. %
Hong Kong is warm in winter. However, Kentucky is extremely cold. Qa’
The temperature is sometimes below 0 C . Kentucky's food and drinks
are different from Hong Kong's too.
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The most different, is the school life. The students go to school at seven
o'clock. They have their breakfast at school. In Hong Kong, our teachers take us to special rooms such as the computer =
room to have computer lessons. In Kentucky, on the contrary, the students go to the special rooms by themselves. They have f_-_:
subjects that we don't have such as History. Learning History is new to me. Their lunch break is not too much different from ours =
but the students can speak loudly while they are eating. During lessons, the students can eat and drink. | think the American ‘=
education system is more free. x

Their lifestyle is different too. They like to eat eggs, sausages and bread for breakfast. In Hong Kong, people usually eat bread, noodles
and sandwiches for breakfast. Many Kentucky people live in remote areas, so they are very busy as it takes a long time to go from one place
to another. The Americans are fatter because they like to eat fatty food. They always have chips and chicken. They also like to eat fried food
and juice for lunch. They usually start their dinner at six o'clock and they usually buy takeaway food for dinner. The Americans go to bed

earlier than Hong Kong people. They sleep at nine o'clock. Their lifestyle is very different from the lifestyle in Hong Kong. Ilearned more about
the American and it was interesting to know more about another culture.

Buildings in Kentucky are different from buildings in Hong Kong too. Buildings in Kentucky are lower and dispersed. Buildings in Hong
Kong are high and dense. Kentucky is a small state. The houses are much bigger than in Hong Kong. People have their own houses with
gardens. The houses have two to three floors. The lowest floor is the basement. They put their used things and things they don't use
often in the basement. On the ground floor is the living room, dining room, master bedroom and kitchen. In the living room, there is a
furnace to keep them warm. On the second floor are the guest rooms. My classmate Melody and | stayed in a guest room on the
second floor.

During the stay in Kentucky, we went to different places. We went to a children’s science museum. The museum had

many pavilions, for example, Bubble Zone, Gumball Room and Shadow Wall. The host family took me to

Toyota Nursery. Kentucky has many nurseries. Hong Kong has many nurseries too.
I went to a sports centre with my host family. Their sports centre is not
too much different from ours. There is a swimming pool, basketball

courts, a fitness room and some activities room.

and different cultures.

Last Chinese New Year I went to Kentucky

with my schoolmates. This is the second time |
visited Kentucky. Two pupils stayed with a host family and my partner was
Janet Tin. We are good friends, so we were very excited.

After travelling for 16 hours [it's really a long journey ). We arrived in
Kentucky, Janet and | met our host family at the Anne Mason Elementary
School. They took us to their very big house. There were three bedrooms
and one livirg room and a big garden. There were four family members in
my host family. They are Mr. Chris, Mrs. Paula, Reagan and a young brother
Reece. They were all very funny.

Although we only went to school for one day, it was most unforgettable.
We went to Anne Mason Elementary School andspent one day in Reagan's
class. The school was very large and the teachers were so friendly. The students
were very free in the class. They could eat and drink during the lessons. On
that day, they had a Valentine's Day party. They gave handmade Valentine's
Day cards to their classmates. We also made some Valentine's Day cards. We
ate some snacks. We were very happy and enjoyed the day.

For the rest of our stay, the weather was extremely bad. It always snowed

I was glad that | could join this exchange programme. |
made many American friends. | learned how to be
independent and get along with others of the same

An Unforgettable Experience

P& Lee Wing Yan Vivien

so we didn't go to school. We did many things with our host family such as
watching movies, going to the museum and watching a basketball game.

The most memorable thing on this trip was going roller-skating. We went
to Daisy's (Reagan's friend] birthday party and rollerskated together. It was
the first time | roller-skated. | was very scared but Daisy taught me how to
skate. She was very patient and | leant fast. At the end, | knew how to skate
and skated with my friends. Rollerskating was rny most enjoyable experience.

Another memorable thing was playing in the snow. Although there was
a snow storm, we played in the snow with the host family. Janet and | built
a snowman and the snowman was very cute. This was the first time | built
a snowman. | was very proud of myself. We went sliding in the snow. We
had to walk a very long way up the hill. Then we slid from the top to the
pottom. It was so exciting. Sliding was memorable.

During this trip, | improved my oral English and became friends with
my host family. Beside this, | know more about Kentucky culture now. On
this trip, | learnt many things. | enjoyed it very much. Lastly, | want to take
this opportunity to thank Miss Yau and Miss Tsang | miss Kentucky a lot.
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“Wowl!" | was so happy that |
could go to Kentucky. On 10th
February, | went on a nine-day trip

i = to Kentucky. | was so excited about

it. Although missing my Mum and
Dad made me feel a little bit sad, going
on the trip made me happy!

[ felt a little bit bored on the plane. However,
the view from the plane was very funny and beautiful. We saw some
clouds, stars and the sun.

When we arrived at Kentucky, it was very dark although it was only
early evening. My host family came to meet me and told me about their
home and family After that, | knew that they were twins. The boy was
called Nick and the girl was called Elizabeth. | have a twin sister too.
Then, we went to Pizza Hut for dinner. It was yummier than Hong Kong's
and I shared a big pizza with Edward. It was so big that all the people
could not finish it so we took it home.

Their house was very big. There were some special rooms such as a
games room and a computer room. There were two floors. There was a
snake and some fish in our room. They were kept in a cage so we were
not scared of them. They had two dogs too. The big one was called Sally
and the small one was called Snoopy.

On this trip we only went to school once because there was a
snowstorm. We went to school at seven o'clock. It was so early. However,
going to school was fun. | made a friend who was called Lydia. We did
Maths, Art and History lessons that day. Tthere was an earthquake in Haidi
and they had raised some bottles of peanut butter for the people there.
Some teachers even cut their hair to raise money to help people in Haidi.

It was Valentines Day and we all shared sweets.

There was a basketball competition.
Nick played for

the team We watched five basketball matches.
Nick was also in the football team too so
we watched football matches as well.
It was very exciting!

We ate a lot of food. We ate the Sub
sandwiches too. It was very yummy. It was a
cheese and meat subway.Then, we played a game which was
calied "Cops and Rubbers” it was very exciting!

We played in the snow too. We had a snow fight. It was very
exciting. We went skiing on a small hill- On the way, the dogs barked
all the time. Sally took my gloves so | went back and fetched them back.
How naughty they were! So, when we got back home we played Wii
and X-box.

The next day, we went outside to build a snowman. However, | got
snow blind! When | saw the snow, it changed colour and turned to pink.
It was very shiny but I was not scared. | just closed my eyes. After a few
minutes, | was not snow blind anymorel We watched a movie which was
called Percy Jackson. It was amusing!

It was the last day with the host family and we went to the biggest
shopping Center in Kentucky. There were a lot of things to buy such as
clothes, hats, toys and bears. | bought two bears. It was fun because we
could see the workers put the cotton inside the
bears. We can put a heart inside the bear It
means that you love the bears. You could
write a birth certificate and promise that
you will love it and give it a home. Then,
we had the last dinner with our host family.

It was the last morning, we took photos
and hugged. Then, we boarded the plane.

Bye, Kentucky! Bye, my host
family!
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My Memorable Trip to Kentucky

From 10th February to 19th February, | went to the US Kentucky
with my classmates and teachers. | had loads of fun there. The most
diverting and interesting thing that | had done in Kentucky was that |
Jjoined the birthday party for Daisy with my host family.

First, I'm going to introduce my host family. Allyssa was mine and
Sharon's buddy. We usually called her Ally because everyone did that.
Ally has a younger brother who is named Ryan. He was a pretty cool
kid but he was not mean or bossy, instead he was funny. My host mom
and host dad were Tracy and David.

It was snowing heavily outside but we didn't wear many clothes
because | knew that we wouldn't be cold since we were going to join
Ally's good friend, Daisy's 11th birthday party and we would forget being
“cold” while we were playing, just like the other kids. We bought some
musical cards for Daisy, and Ally had some funky style nail polishes for
her. So we kept going and arrived
at the Kentucky Indoor Activities
where Daisy's birthday party was held.

I made an O with my mouth.
Everyone was wearing roller shoes
and gliding on the smooth surface.
| wasn't good at roller skating. |
couldn't even stand still when [ was
wearing roller skating shoes! Host

S lalways rof

: tAa SNow waj. I felt
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P& Chaw Hin Man

Mom Tracy hired two pairs of roller skating shoes for me and Sharon
from the counter and Ally had her own one. After we put on our shoes,
I tried to practice my poor roller skating skills. | didn't fall down but |
didn't skate smoothly. So Daisy's cousin, Betsy who was a ten-year-old
girl and was wearing dangly earrings taught us.

After a few minutes, just AFEW, I got my balance and | did it! Great!
Brilliant! Bravo! Fantastic! | said these words to myself. You know, it was
extremely incredible. | am still wondering how | could learn roller skating
so fast. But if you guys are going to roller skate or do something like
that, I am going to warn you. Skating HURTS! It hurts my knees and |
had got a pain on both of them. I just couldn’t even move them! You
would see that my legs looked crippled if you guys were there. My pain
lasted for four days, poor me.

We sang a birthday song to Daisy and ate some cup cakes and drank
some coke after we skated for hours. | enjoyed joining such a birthday
party like this one. | enjoyed the whole trip because | improved my
English, | made friends with American kids, and | learnt how to roller
skate. | didn't want to leave Ally and our host family on the
last day. Anyway, | thanked their hospitality and finally
left in sadness.

I've got Ally's e-mail and we are still

in contact. | hope this friendship
will last forever.
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