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P.4 Coding’to’Learn

Coding to Learn is a seed project.from EDB NET Section that helps enable students to experience a new approach to English learning (C2L). By integrating computational
thinking skills with literacy skills, it aims to explore.ways to use.coding as'a means of motivating and supporting primary students to learn English as a second language.
The objectives for this seed project are:

1. To design integrated learning activities which provide opportunities for students to develop and apply a range of language skills (6 language skills);

2. To create opportunities for students to be creators with use of technology not only consumers, through the learning and teaching of coding as a new literacy skill; and

3. To evaluate the impact of coding as a language acquisition activity on the learning, teaching and assessment of English as a second language.

Our teachers have learnt visual programming language (Scratch Jr.) in order to include new literacy: computational understanding, thinking and participation in our current
curriculum. Teachers co-planned with our Project Advisory Teacher from EDB NET Section Mr. Lionell Horn. We have developed lesson plans on a narrative text that is closely
related to our Keys2 Programme and did lessons on Scratch Jr. with our students.

Through the lessons and unplugged activities, our students start to grasp the idea of logical thinking and coding. Their learning process is just like what is said by Scratch
Jr., “...students are not just learning to code, they are coding to learn.”

Gere SIS (e 1A PreETemi (Aregremmme Grom Bk Gome)

The objectives of the programme are:

1. To equip teachers with the necessary skills and knowledge to embed core skills such as critical thinking and problem solving skills, communication and collaboration:skills,
and creativity and imagination into classes of diverse group of learners.

2. To support teachers to be change agents in teaching innovation.

3. To facilitate the creation of a ‘learning circle’ in each project school (so that teachers can share approaches to teaching core skills with their peers).

4. To establish networking platforms where practitioners, academics and relevant stakeholders can exchange insights into teaching approaches.
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P.1-2 Writing Competition Champion j
-
Nian’s Best Friend-Qian

BY 1D HONG KAI TANG
Qian is a very colorful and scary monster.
It has a long and sharp tail.
It has two big eyes and two small eyes.
There are two strong horns. They are short, too.
Its back is as spiky as a knife, just like a crocodile.
It has a big and round face with piggy nose.
It can run very fast and can camouflage.

I do not like this monster. It looks ugly.

< ]
P.3-4 Writing Competition Champgr: /

Santa Claus Is Coming to Town
BY 3A Ivana Wong Chin Yu

Kenny, Jordan and I went to Mimi’s Café to enjoy a nice cup of chocolate and
dessert. After ordering, we sat down and saw something weird flying outside the café
window. We took a closer look. It looked like Santa Claus and his reindeer, Rudolph.
We ran to Santa and Rudolph without hesitation and greeted them with a smile.

It turned out, Santa overslept in December. When he woke up, it was already
January. So he travelled to Hong Kong with Rudolph and his sleigh. To his surprise,
it was Chinese New Year! We decided to take Santa and Rudolph around in Hong
Kong.

First, we went to Lam Tsuen Wishing Tree in Tai Po. On the way, we saw lots of
Chinese New Year decorations. When we got there, it was crowded. We saw many
people trying their best to throw their tangerines at the big, massive Wishing Tree. We
got our tangerines and started to throw. Santa joined us too! He tried really hard. After
a few minutes, Santa finally threw his tangerine on the top of the big tree. We were
proud and pleased for him.

‘Boom! Boom! Boom ! *What’s that noise? Why is it so noisy?’ Santa said while covering his ears.
‘Don’t worry, Santa. That is coming from the Dragon and Lion dance. Look!” Jordan said while pointing to it.
It looked marvelous. We clapped hands loudly.

Then, we went to Victoria Harbor Since it was night time. We were just in time to watch the fireworks.
‘WOW!’ Kenny screamed with joy. There were lots of different coloured fireworks, such as pink, orange,
yellow and more beautiful colours in the sky.

All the fireworks and the night sky made a perfect beautiful scene.

The next day, all of us woke up early. We brought Santa to Che Kung Temple in
Shatin. It was famous in Hong Kong. ‘What a smoky place! What are the people
doing?’ Santa asked. ‘People worship here to pray for good fortune.” Kenny explained.

On the fifteenth day of Chinese New Year, it was the Lantern Festival so we took
part in the lantern part. We looked at the papers underneath the lanterns. There
were some riddles written on the papers. Santa was clever. He solved a riddle and got
a little gift. He felt excited.

Lastly, we went to Jordan’s house to try “Yuanxiao” that his mom made. ‘Yuanxiao is a kind of sweet
dumpling. It tastes delicious!’ Jordan said while licking his lips.®#is mom gave Santa a recipe so he could.cook
it in the North Pole.

It was time for Santa and Rudolph to go home. We waved-goodbye. He thanked us for all the things we
did. He' gave us a.red packet. Aninvitation card was inside. Santa planned to invite us.to hischouse in‘the
coming Christmas; hurray! We were looking forward to the journey. When he was about to leave, he said ‘HO
HO HO! Kung HeiFat Choi!" I'didn’t know Santa could:say that! What a great Chinese New Year!




P.5-6 Writ ing'CBmpe& n ChampionL/

ww» O\ ATALKING PARR9T/

This morning, I woke up in a room. It wasn’

BY 5B LEE ZURI
y rdom. It was a stinky and filthy réom full of dirty
socks and smelly fish still hopping around. It was dreadful. Suddenly, the door burst open and a shadow
fell over me. I was so frightened that | started to shake and tremble.

I then heard a loud “SQUAWK” from the clearing of the door. My mind raced and I thought that
my heart skipped a beat. ”Its sound was just ... like a bird...” I thought. I slowly opened my eyes, praying
that it really was just a harmless bird.

As my eyes got used to the light from the door, I stopped dead in my tracks, open-mouthed. I have
just seen the most extraordinary thing in my life! No, it’s not just a “thing”, it’s a bird! A parrot! The most
beautiful parrot I've ever seen! It had rosy red feathers and sunny yellow wing-tips highlights. It had a
golden beak and shimmering sharp claws. For some reason, it had an ocean blue ribbon tied under a
black pirate hat.

“Hello?” it squawked. I gathered my courage and replied "H..Hi?". The parrot seemed to brighten
up. "I am Jaxson Emerald, Prince of Emerald City. I was bewitched by an evil wizard named Voldemort
because I refused to tell him where the Heart Of Emerald is hidden. My friend, Amanda Arrow knows
magic and told me that there is a treasure chest in the very middle of the DarkWoods. You may call me
Jax.” Jax the parrot exclaimed. "Wait...How can I trust you?” I asked, folding my arms crossly. ”You will
eventually,” replied Jax, “But first, come to the deck of the ship. You will see the great flag of the Emerald
City and my good friend Amanda. She’ll explain everything.” Then he flew out the door. "We’re on a
SHIP?!” T shouted, but Jax was already far away.

When I reached the deck, I really did see the flag of my city. My eyes moved towards a girl about
my age dressed in blue. She was happily chatting away with Jax. "That must be Amanda.” I thought. I
walked towards them swiftly.

“Hi there,” I said, "You must be Amanda. Jax told me a lot about you. I'm Zuri. Would you mind
explaining a bit to me?” Amanda turned towards me and smiled. "Hello Zuri.” she said sweetly, "You
may call me Mandy. My magic brought you here for some reason, but sadly, | haven’t figured out why
yet. Have a seat.” After a while, | saw a horrible sight. "That’s the DarkWoods,” sighed Mandy.

We got off the ship "It’s about time Mandy” said Jax frowning. Mandy nodded. Then she mumbled
in a magical tune, "It is time for this fearless knight to keep Jax safe. From now on, protect them for

1

heaven’s sake!” Then I found myself in a tremendous shiny golden ball with Jax.” This will keep you two
knuckleheads safe for your trip.” Mandy said, handing me a little violet case with light blue buttons. ”"You
should use this in case of emergency.” She added. You're not coming?” 1 asked. "No,” Mandy replied
sadly, "It'll drain my powers if I stayed in there for more than five minutes. Sorry”. I smiled meekly, but
deep down I was scared to death! But still, I bravely stepped inside the DarkWoods with Jax by my side.

Jax and I were both wandering through, the-DarkWoods. We followed a ereaky path that Mandy
said would lead us to_the centre of the.DarkWoods. We walked for hours and hours. We were both

exhausted so we sat down next to a huge tree. "This path will never end!”wailed Jax sadly, "We’ll neven

make it toithe centre of the DarkWoods!” I frowned. "We’ll make it....” | mumbled.

Suddenly, | heard a loud roar. I slowly turned my head. I saw a tremendous mean-looking black
bear looking at me. "ROAR!!!” it roared. "AAA~" Jax yelped. He then fainted right in front of me! I
remembered the little case that Mandy gave me before I went into the DarkWoods. I quickly took out the
violet case and pressed one of the buttons. Mandy’s face immediately popped up on the screen. But it
was too late. The black bear was already chasing us. "What’s the matter?” she beeped from inside the
case. “A BLACK BEAR IS CHASING US! JAX FAINTED! WHAT SHOULD I DO?”

Mandy beeped, “Stop there! You are highly protected by magic. Hold the case to the bear. 'm
pretty sure it is just magic. "I was too scared to ask why. I quickly followed her instructions. I was too
scared to look so I closed my eyes tight. I heard Mandy chanting a strange sentence. Then there was a
loud “BANG!” I opened one eye and saw the bear was gone. “Wow!” I exclaimed, “How did you know
that the bear was fake?” Mandy smiled and said, "I used my brain. It can’t be possible for a living thing
to survive in there. There isn’t any food in there. Beside if there really is food, there isn’t any water!
Anyways, I'm magicking you two an UFO since Jax fainted there. Stand back!”

Then, an enormous spaceship (or UFO) appeared in front of me. I was delighted. “Thanks Mandy!
You're the best!” 1 thanked her. ”No problem,” smiled Mandy, “Call me if you're in trouble. Also, the UFO
is fully automatic, just try and relax there,” she added.

A few hours later, we reached the centre of the DarkWoods. I was pretty sure because there was a
chest in the middle of the grass. The UFO disappeared and we fell to the ground. “Ow...What happened
Zuri?” Jax asked. “No time to explain, the main point is that we’re here!” | said excitedly

But before I could reach the chest, a man appeared in front of me, blocking my way. “Excuse-me
sir, you're blocking my way.” 1 said in the politest of tones. Then, I heard Jax whisper-angrily “
Voldemort”. It was then I finally realized who it was. “We finally meet...” | started, {Lord Voldemont”.
Voldemort smirked. "Curse sodo!” he shouted pointing his wand at me. The-last thing.l saw_was
Voldemort crackling.

Once I woke up, | saw my family members and doctors surrounding me.. ‘What..:Happened?” 1
asked. “You're OK!” shouted my sister happily, “You're OK” Then my family started ctying/“Why-are
you all crying...?” T asked. “You’ve been in a coma for a year Zuri. and you’re finally awake.” camea
recognisable voice. “Jax! You've turned back!” I exclaimed happily, “Where’s Mandy?” Jax face darkened.
“She’s in room 0083. She’s been in a coma too” I was shocked. I ran to room 0083 without saying anoth-
er word.

Inside the room, | saw Mandy on the bed. “I'm sorry Mandy...”, I said, “Thank you for saving me”.
Tears start dripping onto her face. “Zuri” said another voice I recognised. I looked up. “Amanda!” I cried,
“You’re OK!” Mandy smiled. “You look fine too.” she said, “I guess we’re both fine.”

We all lived in Jaxson’s palace and lived happily ever after.

The End
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Keys 2 Literacy Development (Keys2) is a programme from EDB NET Section that aims to develop students’ read-
ing and writing skills progressively throughout Key Stage 2. It provides various sets of keys to help students unlock
the future doors of literacy development and prepare them for Key Stage 3. A variety of learning and teaching strat-
egies is incorporated to enrich our school’'s English language curricula.

This programme aims to

. enhance student learning and teacher knowledge of literacy skills especially in reading and writing;

. introduce and reinforce effective learning and teaching strategies in reading and writing;

. support students in a gradual development of reading and writing skills;

. enrich KS2 literacy development using different text types;

. cater for students’ individual learning needs.

. throughout the programme, students develop capability in critical and creative thinking as they learn to generate
and evaluate the knowledge learnt.
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BEEGS;LittIcJAnimalJAmbassadorlProgkamine

The objectives of the programme are:

1. To enrich the language environment through conducting more English language activities. E E
2. To enhance the existing KS1 curriculum by promoting reading across the curriculum.
3. To inquire the concepts of animal conservation.

4. To develop positive values towards animals. E -r"i
5. To foster creativity, collaborative and communication skills.
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| enjoyed the Spring Fling last year very much because | can make new
friends in this activity.

On the Spring Fling Day, we wore neatly and went to school early. We
prepared things quickly because we were too excited!

| shouted loudly but | were not tired. | enjoyed talking to people | did not
know and made friends with them.

| tried to talk to them and chatted joyfully. | also played with my
friend and walked around my classmates’ stalls. All of them did
very well!

After this activity, | love teamwork more than before. | also
like talking to people | don’ t know. | am really excitedfor
having this meaningful and valuable experience!

Spring Fling has left wonderful memories in my mind. I'll never forget it
although | have graduated.

On the Spring Fling Open day, we first decorated the stall with colorful
balloons. In order to catch people's eye, we decided to distribute leaflets to
attract people. Some of our teammates also shouted loudly and solicited to get
people attention. After a while, the market started bustling. The crowds were
streaming and it was very crowded!

At last, many people came to our stall to play games and we sold all the
goods too! Although | argued with my teammates sometimes, | learnt how to be
tolerant of others to avoid confrontation. | found out that team spirit is important
too! And the main factor to succeed is — be confident and smile!

Operating a stall is not easy, but it is a really joyful, valuable
experience! | really cherish it. | need to thank the teachers and
our school for giving us such a big great chance to learn how to
run a stall.

This amazing memory will always be in my mind.
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Spring Fling gave.many-memorable experiences to me.
During the preparation period, my classates and | discussed
what to sell, the price setting and how to design our stall.

In order to attract people, we bought a huge metal
frame to hang on all our ornaments. Aim to tempt people to

buy our goods, we offered a big discount which is

get 1 free” for all items.

“Buy 5

Finally, all of our goods were sold out. We were very
successful that made a good profit in this event. Through

this event, | learnt how to cooperate and get
along with others especially when dealing
with differences. | really hope | will be an

entrepreneur in the future.
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