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—nvironmental protection is one of the world's most challenging

issues. With the combination of art and environmental protection
education, the Tal Po Old Market Public School launched the
timely scheme "Edu.Green.com” in 2009/10. By incorporating an

array of media - including drawing, installation, drama, music,
adance, photography and computer animation - into well-
organised and diversified activities, the scheme enabled students
{0 understand, explore, practice and promote environmental
protection. Through artistic expression and field experiences, they
have gradually built up an awareness of the topic and put it into

action.

Let’s Learn about Environmental Protection

Centred on the theme of environmental protection and using art

as a means of expression, the scheme unfolded in several

stages. Firstly, it raised knowledge and awareness by inviting
experts 1o conduct interviews and to give talks. Secondly, it
arranged field observations followed by thematic studies. After

that, it encouraged students to express their thoughts and

feelings via different artistic media. Finally, through visual arts
creations and in the form of service learning, practices and
promotions of environmental protection were carried out. The
scheme seamlessly integrated arts education with green
messages to offer age-appropriate courses and activities that
were relevant to the students’ life experiences. Anchored in the
community, the scheme implemented green learming in the most

natural way, sowing the seeds of arts education.
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Sesides, fourth to sixth graders particularly benefited from the
thematic learning, which integrated various disciplines and
subjects taught by local artists and tutors from arts organisations,
ylelding a fascinating range of projects, including a picture book.

animation, multi-media games and a parade-performance

conducted in English. There was also the “Cyber Art” visual arts
and Il special class for outstanding students, to explore the

computer as a tool for artistic creation.

As the scheme got into top gear, thematic programmes on
environmental protection were produced and interviews with
environmentalists were conducted, which were broadcasted on
the campus channel “Green Channel”, for all students. “Having
soaked up knowledge about environmental protection, the
students were encouraged to express their thoughts and musings
N creative ways, such as drawing and writing, which were then

collected into a publication,” said vice-principal Chiu Wing-sze.

Other events included thematic talks, a song-writing contest
and a gala parade promoting the theme. In addition, knowledge
Or ecology and environmental protection was delivered in visual
arts lessons. Lastly, the sweet fruits of the year-long scheme

were shared with members of the wider community via the

—du.Green.com Community Environmental Protection Day, which

marked the scheme'’s grand finale.

Building a Green Future Together

earning IS meaningless without action. The scheme therefore

took students off the campus to appreciate the beauty of nature,
ponder the problems of local pollution and come up with artistic
ways to promote environmental protection. Combining hands-on
learning with action, the students delivered green messages to
their community. “In line with the environmental protection theme,
we plan to promote ‘health’ in the future, through whole-school
functions and collaborations with the community,” Chiu remarked.

Tai Po Old Market Public School's attempts to promote
environmental protection and arts education are definitely good
references for other schools and community organisations to

follow.

Panelists’ Opinion

With its well-defined objectives and array of art disciplines, the
scheme successfully integrated arts education and environmental
protection messages in a “multi-intelligence” artistic setting. To
reach out to a wide range of audiences, its artistic events and
activities were designed to suit every level of learning, with special
components for higher achievers, parents and members of the
public. The scheme’s comprehensive content provided students

with holistic experiences and vielded fruitful results.



