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Australia trip

By 6A Tsai Bing Hao, Hugo

The day with class 5A was a great experience. My partner’s name is Hudo. She told me about the school and was impressed when | told her

we must climb seven floors to get to our classroom. They also do BYOD. We had science class, and it was amusing. The only downside to the

school is that there are only two daily breaks. They have a kind of ball called a handball, which is like tennis but with hands. | got very good at the

game and survived three rounds. | also played basketball, which | am good at. The basketball team’s teammates asked my name, and we made

friends. Everyone in the school made me feel very welcome. However, with three of four games going on simultaneously, it is impossible to play

basketball. Sadly, we have to leave so early after lunch. They have a so-called “golden hour” after lunch when everyone leaves school; what is
THIS?

Living with the host family is the part that | am looking forward to. The host family's mom (Miss Jane) is an actor in a movie. Living in another
one’s house does feel strange, but | don't feel shy. They had great food for breakfast. Every day | wake up at 6 am. | ran with Miss Jane on Monda
in the morning, and she showed me the neighborhood. Usually, | finish breakfast very fast and drink the tea slowly while watching TV. We had Barbie
for dinner once. Dear Miss Jane, Let me try to cook. | learned that the Barbie is slightly strange because the stove is a bit stranger than | thought.

Nevertheless, the barbecue tastes excellent! Miss Jane had a neighbour called Nichol. She has a son who is thirteen years old. His name is
Dylan. Dylan loves to play soccer, and he is class one of the (some sort of club)j, meaning he is incredibly good at soccer. He also plays the cello!
He just completed grade 6, and | am working on it now! He loves to play Minecraft and chess, too! It was a great experience.

Australia trip
By 6B Nicole Meng

We went to Brisbane, Australia, for a ten-day study tour starting from 23/3. The ten days were full of different activities for us to enjoy. | enjoyed
the activities. What is my favourite activity? Read the following passage to find out more about my trip!

Brisbane is a city in Queensland, Australia, and a tourist attraction. We went to loads of different places with Miss Lisa.

My favourite activity is undoubtedly the school integration day at Labrador State School! Angelina and | are in the same class- class 6Z. Our
buddies for the day are Ruby and Rheana. They always help us understand something. | enjoyed the Chinese lesson a lot because we got to play
games and also help the Australian students. It's a piece of cake for us because Chinese is our mother tongue. Not to brag, but the group | led got
first place two times in a row! Labrador State School also gave us lots of gifts! | also learned that the study methods in Australia are entirely different
from those in China and Hong Kong. The teaching methods in Australia will make the students more relaxed in school and help them learn better.

My favourite tourist attraction is Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary because the animals there are fabulous and we saw a fantastic bird show. |
can't believe that the closest living creatures to dinosaurs are chickens(according to the narrator in the bird show.

Our teacher, Miss Lisa, played many games with us, such as Splat, Buzz, etc. | enjoyed them a lot, as they were a lot of fun. We also learnt
the chicken dance. The chicken dance is a huge hit in Australia, but we don’t know a wink about it. We also made boomerangs, and each one
contains an extraordinary story.

But what | want to share most about my trip is my host family because they are charming. Lisa ( the mum) always cooks different kinds of
delicious Australian cuisine for us to try every night. The packed lunch is also full of snacks and stuff. They even took us to Surfers Paradise, the
most famous beach on the Gold Coast. It is genuinely fascinating to feel such soft sands and calm wind—no wonder it’s such a well-known tourist
attraction on the Gold Coast.

During the trip, | learnt a lot, such as the methods for studying in Australia, how to be more independent, and about new cultures in the world.

Australia Study Tour Reflection
By 6A Chan Pui Yi, Michelle

v
Hello, everyone. My name is Michelle CHAN. | had an unforgettable Easter Holiday in April 2024. | went to Brisbane, Queensland,

Australia, for ten days. It was an exchange programme, my first time travelling alone without family. Brisbane is a hub of Queensland
culture, offering a view from the past to the future. After this tour, Brisbane is a beautiful place everyone should visit once.

During this 10-day study tour, we visited many places in Brisbane, such as the Mr Coot-Tha Lookout, Queensland’s Museum, Tropical
Fruit World, the Labrador School, the Wildlife Sanctuary, and Country Paradise. All the attractions were magnificent, fascinating, and
enjoyable for me. | will share them with you one by one.

The most exciting place was studying at the Labrador School in Brisbane. All the students were delighted and enjoyed learning there.
They had a perfect learning schedule, with half the time for learning and half the lesson for playing! Wow, it was my dream lesson plan, |
thought. This way made me even more concentrated on the lessons. However, English was much more complicated than Hong Kong
because of the need for more vocabulary to read and comprehend some scientific terms. But | understood Mathematic sessions unexpect-
edly. The school was so big that all the students could play handball everywhere. During recess, | learned how to play handball, which
was great. | met some new friends at Labrador School, and they were very friendly and pleasant to me; they taught me how to play handball
and told me what to do in class, as well as friendly chat with me! Although it was a hard time to say goodbye to them, we gave warm hugs
and gifts to each other!

Music and dancing are always the best ways to make friends with others, even if we speak different languages. On day 2, | was still
nervous and missed home in one of the English culture classes. But after | learned a song called “Chicken Dance,” the teacher and all my
classmates sang and danced together. We felt relaxed and happy after this section. So, | believe music can heal everything.

For the most memorable place, Tropical Fruit World was a great place! Why? It was because | loved tasting fruit very much, and this
fruit world had many unique fruits that | had never seen in Hong Kong before, such as jackfruits. | think jackfruit’s texture was unique but
beneficial to humans, and it was very juicy and yummy! Also, | tried the Achacha fruit, which had the same taste as mangosteen and was
very good, too! We learned more about where the fruit grows, which is the seasonal fruit, and the Avocado is the queen of the fruit through
taking Farm Tractor Tour. After that, we went on a boat cruise. It was a remarkable journey because it was a rainy day. We all got a little
bit wet, but | was happy to stay close to natural plants and small animals, and | immensely enjoyed this short journey. Lastly, we had time
to meet and feed animals such as Kangaroos, goats and sheep. Itis my first time looking around at what a fruit farm looks like, and | wish
| could stay longer to explore more and learn more about the Fruit World.

Although | had a great time in Australia, | had an accident!

On the last day with my host family, they took me to the beach where we could see the people feed pelicans! My roommate Holly and
| were very excited about it. When | walked past a pelican closer, it suddenly openéd its'mouth and bit me! Oh my God! My leg was bleeding
and very painfull And | must be aware of the animals in the future, especially the birds.

For this study trip, | stayed with my host family for ten days; | would like to take this chance to thank them for taking care of me. |
loved the food that they made because it was very yummy! My host mother, Marilyn, was a chef before, and she can make many yummy
meals and desserts. My host father, Allan, always chatted and played board games with us. It was a u
training to be more independent, especially since | got a quick shower skill within 10 minutes.

Lastly, | would like to thank my teachers, Miss Wong and Miss Chau, my tour leader, Lisa, and
my classmates, who took care of me and supported me on this trip. | enjoyed the exchange tour very
much. The tour was meaningful because | became more independent, especially regarding my self-care
ability. My communication and planning skills have also improved. It makes me even
more confident, braver, and thoughtful. | also understand more about the history and cultu
of Australia. Through different kinds of group activities, | also learned to share my opinions,
listen to others, and respect other cultures' differences. | want to join other exchange programs
when | enter secondary school next year.
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Australia Study Tour Reflection

By 6B Yung Kai Pok, Bosco
| went to many places on this nine-day Australia trip and learned more about Australia.

Our teacher took us to the Queensland Museum on our first day in Australia. There, they held an event about dinosaurs. Our teacher wanted
us to learn about some animals, such as owls. At that time, my classmates and | knew more about animals worldwide. After that, | left the
Queensland Museum and saw my homestay family. They were a homestay mum and two brothers. They were friendly to me and helpful.

On the second day, our teacher, Miss Lisa, taught us about Australia’s history, and we played some games.

We went to the Hinze Dam and the Tropical Fruit the next day. | learned the fishway and knew why we needed to use it, so we tried some
fruit, like dragon fruit.

After that, we went to an Australian school! | was excited about it. | had four lessons with them, too. The students there were excellent. | found
that Australian schools and schools have some differences. Firstly, Australian students use it all the time, but we do not; they like to sit on the
ground to have class. | had some friends there, too.

The next day, we had class with Miss Lisa, too. We painted a boomerang. After that, my homestay family took me to a shopping centre with
them. | was joyful.

On the sixth day, my classmates and | visited Burleigh Heads Nation Park and Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary. | saw many animals.

After that, we went to Paradise Country. | saw some shows, like how to make tea and cake. We also went on the Glow Worm Cave Tour to
see the animals in the Rainforest.

The next day, | didn’t need to visit any places with my teachers and classmates, but | needed to stay with my homestay family the whole -
day. They took me to a shopping centre, where | bought gifts for my family. At last, | went to Hong Kong. )

In conclusion, this trip was an unforgettable and valuable experience. | like Australia because the environment is good and there
are a lot of places to play. | also learned more about Australian culture, history, and animals.

The most unforgettable experience was spending time with my host family. They were friendly and helpful. My homestay mum is
a teacher. When we returned after the trip, she always talked to me about the experience and told me about some Australian animals.
When she learned that we were coming from Hong Kong, she made some rice and Chinese food for us. They like watching TV too.
Their house was more significant than my house, too. Their lifestyle was so different, too. They want to make lunch boxes but need
lunch in the restaurant. Also, when they buy clothes, they always try a lot of clothes and choose one instead of just buying one.

| plan to go to Australia again.

The amazing Australia trip

By 6B Wang Chung Hang, Henry
My homestay family
| went to Australia with my classmates last month. What an astonishing trip! We got to Brisbane by plane and went to the Gold Coast- our final
destination. The overall experience was surprising initially; | didn’t expect that much! My first thoughts about this trip were how good the homestay
family was; she (there was an old lady as my roommate and my homestay family) always asked if we were feeling good and the room for my
roommate. It was beautiful- the beds were very comfortable. There was a small desk for my roommate and me to study and finish our homework.
Although | didn’t spend much time with my homestay family, | enjoyed every second. We played chess and walked to the beach nearby on our free
day with our homestay family. The view was the best I've ever seen. The waves were splashing, and several seagulls were flying above the sea.
Overall, | felt relaxed and calm when | spent time with my homestay family.
The first few days (Rainy)

It was pouring on these days, especially on the second day. My friend and | had to use the same umbrella, and half of my body was exposed
to the rain. | was all soaked when | got back home. My favourite place was Hinze Dam. It is a dam, but it's the first one I've ever seen. My friend and
| had to make a video about it and learn more about it. | never knew how fishways function and what they serve; | finally found out after | visited the
Hinze Dam. | also loved the view of Hinze Dam. The weather was fortunately foggy but not rainy when we stayed there. | could see a vast lake; on
the other side of the dam were some farmlands and some kangaroos on the farmlands! It was my first time in real life seeing a kangaroo!

The next couple of days (Sunny)

Fortunately, the weather was finally better than the first few days. We even got a few sunny days! According to my homestay family, this is what
Australia typically feels like, not rainy and wet, yuck! We went to Labrador State School, one of my favourite spots. The students are more polite than
the students in Hong Kong (not saying the students in Hong Kong are rude, of course). Their classes were much more accessible than in Hong Kong;
while the P.5s in Hong Kong had already leared the areas of rectangles, the P.5s in Labrador States schools were still learning multiplication.
However, it's hard to tell which is better.

Conclusion

Overall, I learned a lot on this trip. So many things happened throughout the trip that it's impossible for me to tell you everything. | just hope |

will not forget all those wonderful memories. That’s all. Thank you.
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, What an incredible study tour in Australia!
- By 5A Chloe Chan Yuk Tsun
It's observed that there is a unique Australian culture. Australian enjoys having a close relationship with nature. Compared with Hong Kong,
we always go to watch films at the cinema, indoor shopping, or high tea at hotels in our free time. Australians usually go camping, hiking or
bushwalking for holidays. | had a chance to go to the Burleigh Heads Walking trail with my schoolmates, go hiking, and play on the beach with my
host family on weekends. | watched beautiful north and south coastal views that | had never seen. It's lovely and unforgettable! | tried to take
photos like those posted on The National Geographic magazine. | wondered, “Wow, if | continue to live in Australia, can | will be one of the famous
photographers in the future?”. Besides, there were a lot of beautiful shells with different shapes on the beach. In contrast, there are thousands of
rubbish instead of shells on beaches in Hong Kong. It's noted that Australians treasure natural resources and natural views.

Fortunately, | caught over ten lovely crabs and planned to return them to the host family home. Olivia (the host family child) said, “You need
to free them, as they belong to the ocean!” | felt curious at first, but then | understood what she meant. | promise to promote the concept of “love
of nature” in Hong Kong in the coming future.

Animals are found everywhere in Australia. We could visit the famous Tropical Fruit World and the Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary. We met
several kinds of Australian animals, such as kangaroos, emu, and koalas. Some unique birds sounded like girls’ crying or screaming. It's amazing!
It's different from Hong Kong, as we seldom or rarely meet wild animals. | remembered that | had been to Ocean Park, a well-known tourist attrac-
tion in Hong Kong, with my family; there were only a few species of birds and some common sea animals. Shane (my host dad) brought us to a
earby country park on weekends. There were over twenty kangaroos. Shane said, “Don’t feed the wild animals; they must learn to survive alone.”
| was shocked at first, then thought carefully. It's the circle of life! It has the same meaning as Chinese speaking: “Survival of the Fittest”.
cannot destroy the ecological environment much.

Can you imagine that there were “multi-cultures” in my host family? Surprisingly, Japanese girls came and lived together with
us in one host family. Shane said, “Wow! There are six pretty girls from 3 different countries. Two from Australia, two from Hong Kong,
and two from Japan.”. | am worried that we will have conflict, as we have our characteristics and cultural differences. It would affect
the host family’s impression of Hong Kong students if it happened. As a result, | firmly told myself to be open-minded. It’s lucky and
unique that we can get used to each other well, although we only knew each other for a few days. We became good friends and close
“family members”. We spoke in both English and Japanese most of the time. | learnt some Japanese culture, too. | taught them how to
play aeroplane chess without any instructions in the leaflet; we enjoyed it very much! Friendship is a valuable thing in my life. The study tour
inspired me a lot. | have a brand new idea on how to enjoy my holidays, how to love nature, and how to improve my life in the future!

A/

My Wonderful Australia tour

By 4B Pu Chi Yu, Karl

On the first day, | learned that our school would hold an Australia tour group; | was very excited that | could go to Australia. There were two
sessions of interviews. After that, | looked forward to receiving the message about going to Australia. | was super excited When | knew | had been
chosen to be in the Australia group! Next was packing luggage

and waiting. The day came after waiting a long time, so let's go! After hours of flying, we landed at Brisbane Airport; | was very excited to see
what was in Australia.

Firstly, we went to Queens Street for hamburgers and French fries; eating some food in Australia was pretty lovely. But the most profoundly
impressive was when we were in Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary, we looked at so many different animals, including koalas, kangaroos, birds, and
so on; | felt like | was in a world entirely of animals.

On the second day, we went to Labrador State School. | met Olive, Parco, and they became my friends. Usually, my group only attended
one class, but | was lucky | could go in 5A and 5M. We had Science, English projects, P.E., and so on; mostimportantly, when | accidentally hit my
head with the ball, they cared about me (only my friends). | was very impressed. | have never seen some friends caring about me this much.

We lived with a host family in Australia. The host parent was lovely, and most Importantly, she gave us ice cream every night! | seldom had
dessert after dinner. On the same day, we walked to the Broad beach, which was terrific. On the last day, we had homemade pizza for lunch; it
was delicious! What a wonderful trip it was.

The next couple of days (Sunny)

Fortunately, the weather was finally better than the first few days. We even got a few sunny days! According to my homestay family, this is
what Australia typically feels like, not rainy and wet, yuck! We went to Labrador State School, one of my favourite spots. The students are more
polite than the students in Hong Kong (not saying the students in Hong Kong are rude, of course). Their classes were much more accessible than
in Hong Kong; while the P.5s in Hong Kong had already learned the areas of rectangles, the P.5s in Labrador States schools were still learning
multiplication. However, it's hard to tell which is better.

Conclusion

Overall, | learned a lot on this trip. So many things happened throughout the trip that it's impossible for me to tell you everything. | just hgpe=—

[ will not forget all those wonderful memories. That’s all. Thank you. 1
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Editorial Mr Alex Lau

Once again, | find myself reading some of the finest
work from our students. I've heard from the other teachers
that the myths and legends written in Chinese are on par

Editorial Committee
Advisor :
Ms Cheung Lai Chu, The Principal

with the wuxia novels of Louis Cha. Perhaps that is an Lo
' i Ms Man Wai Hung
exaggeration but | can certainly see the talent from the Edis
uor :

English used in the recounts of our students from the
Australian trip. Having close links with Australia’s ‘best
friend’ and sister country (New Zealand) | obviously share

Miss Wong Suet Yee
Miss Ma Cheuk Ting

some of the friendly rivalry but it doesn’'t mean that | am %{ss i’/eung ;,Ok I;a’;
not a little jealous of the fortunate students that got to go 195 feung fing Su
Mr Alex Lau

on the trip and share in the experience.
A big well done to everyone who contributed to this
issue of C-Garden.
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